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Program Components
The JA Economics program includes four components:

• Textbook: Contains the information students need to gain an understanding of 
economic concepts and principles.

• Student Study Guide: Provides students with an opportunity to extend their 
learning beyond the knowledge gained from the textbook through a variety of 
reinforcement and enrichment activities.

• Guides for Teachers and Volunteers: Includes lesson guides for the teacher to 
assist in presenting program content and activities for the volunteer to present to 
students during classroom visits.

• Test Bank: Generates economics quizzes and tests from a bank of nearly 500 
multiple choice questions categorized by chapter, written at varying levels of 
difficulty, and accessed from a CD-ROM.

What’s Improved?
The JA Economics textbook has been:

• Reformatted to allow students to complete in-text activities as part of each chapter. 
Students also are prompted to mark content in the text that is important to remember, or 
information that is unclear or confusing. This interactive format provides students with a 
resource they can take with them at the completion of the course.

• Printed in color to make the content more engaging to students.

The Student Study Guide has been:
• Rewritten to parallel the revised textbook.
• Developed to include a vocabulary review, content application activities, challenge 

activities, and chapter review exercises.

Guides for Teachers and Volunteers have been:
• The Guide for Teachers has been expanded to include answer keys to each Student 

Study Guide activity.
• The Guide for Volunteers has been revised to contain updated activities for the volunteer 

to present.

The Test Bank has been:
• Reformatted on a CD-ROM for use on a Mac or PC.
• Simplified to make quizzes and exams easier to construct.
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JA Economics® is a one-semester teacher-taught course recommended for students in grades 11 and 12. The 
program examines the fundamental concepts of micro-, macro-, and international economics. 



Guides for Volunteers 
and Teachers
Step by step lesson plans 
and teaching tips for the 
volunteer and teacher.

Study Guide
Activities for students to 
connect what they have 
learned about economics
to the real world.
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Join Junior Achievement’s national network of more 
than 213,000 volunteers and help students in your 
community connect the dots between what they 
learn in school and the “business of life”— work 
readiness, entrepreneurship, and financial literacy. 

JA’s Turnkey Volunteer Solution:

Personalized Placement
JA works with you to ensure you teach at the 
location and grade level of your choice. 

Comprehensive Training
JA staff provides training so you are comfortable 
visiting the classroom. You will be trained in: 
classroom management, understanding and 
relaying the JA curriculum, working with the 
classroom teacher, and communicating effectively 
with students. 

Minimal Time Commitment
The time commitment is minimal compared to the 
significant impact you make. JA Economics is a 
one-semester course recommended for 11th and 
12th grade students.

JA Staff Follow-Up and Support
JA staff is available to answer your questions or 
make suggestions about your volunteer assignment.

JA Economics®

JA Economics 
Textbook
Provides students with a 
solid foundation in 
economics education.
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This program reinforces principles of micro- and macro- economics by having students ask: What are the basic 
characteristics of the U.S. economic system? Why so much buzz in our country around private property, the 
price system, competition, and entrepreneurship? How do economic principles influence business decisions in 
the U.S. and global markets, and what role does government play in a market economy? Business volunteers 
and other local community members introduce students to career opportunities, consumer issues, and help 
reinforce important academic and leadership skills including: research and data analysis, problem-solving, and 
critical thinking. Designed for high school students.
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Certificate of 
Achievement
Given to students in 
recognition of their 
achievement.
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